
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Everything Looks Hopeless 
June 18 & 19, 2022 

 
 

3 ways we learn:  

• Experience  

• Exploration  

• Example  

 

I am not here to consume, I’m here to contribute.  
 

Legend of the Call Week 2: Jonah  

Occupation: Failed prophet  

Place in life: Runaway  

Calling: To lead 120,000 Ninevites to salvation  
 

When everything seems hopeless:  

 

Stop running from the Lord’s calling on my life.  

 

Jonah 1:1-3 (NIV)  
The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great 
city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come 
up before me.” But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for 
Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that 
port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to 
flee from the LORD.  
 
Jonah 1:15-17 (NIV)  
Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea 
grew calm. At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. Now the LORD provided 
a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights.  
 
 

Love, No Matter What the Race 
February 22-23, 2020 

 
When you hit rock bottom, look up to God.  
 

Jonah 1:17 (NIV)  
Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
 
Matthew 12:38-41 (NIV)  
“…But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the 
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now 
something greater than Jonah is here.”  
 
Jonah 2:2, 9-10 (NIV)  
He said: “In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. 
From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, and you listened to 
my cry.” … “But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. 
What I have vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from 
the LORD.”  And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah 
onto dry land.  

 
Make the most of God’s second chances.  
 

Jonah 3:3, 10 (NIV)  
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now 
Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days to go through it… 
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, 
he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened.  
 
Psalm 86:15 (TPT)  
But Lord, your nurturing love is tender and gentle. You are slow to get 
angry yet so swift to show your faithful love. You are full of abounding 
grace and truth.  
 
2 Peter 3:9 (NLT)  
The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people 
think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to 
be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.  

 
Live out God’s purposes for my life, especially 
“Expressing God’s love.”  

 
Glorify God  

Relate to everyone  

Act like Jesus  

Care for others  

Express God’s love  



 
Jonah 3:5-9 (NLT)  
The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest 
to the least, they declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 
When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped 
down from his throne and took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in 
burlap and sat on a heap of ashes. Then the king and his nobles sent 
this decree throughout the city: “No one, not even the animals from your 
herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. People and animals 
alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray 
earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their 
violence. Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and 
hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.”  
 
Jonah 4:1-4 (NLT)  
This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. 
So he complained to the LORD about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home 
that you would do this, LORD? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I 
knew that you are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to get angry 
and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying 
people. Just kill me now, LORD! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I 
predicted will not happen.” The LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be 
angry about this?”  
 
Jonah 4:10-11 (NLT)  
Then the LORD said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did 
nothing to put it there. It came quickly and died quickly. But Nineveh has 
more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all 
the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”  
 
Romans 1:16-17 (TPT)  
I refuse to be ashamed of the wonderful message of God’s liberating 
power unleashed in us through Christ! For I am thrilled to preach that 
everyone who believes is saved—the Jew first, and then people 
everywhere! This gospel unveils a continual revelation of God’s 
righteousness—a perfect righteousness given to us when we believe. 
And it moves us from receiving life through faith, to the power of living 
by faith. This is what the Scripture means when it says: “We are right 
with God through life-giving faith!”  
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Everything Looks Hopeless 
June 18 & 19, 2022 

 
 

3 ways we learn:  

• ____________________ 

• ____________________  

• ____________________  

 

I am not here to ________________, I’m here to ________________.  
 

Legend of the Call Week 2: Jonah  

Occupation: _____________ ______________ 

Place in life: __________________  

Calling: To lead _____________ Ninevites to salvation  
 

When everything seems hopeless:  

 

________ __________________ from the Lord’s calling on 
my life.  

 

Jonah 1:1-3 (NIV)  
The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great 
city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come 
up before me.” But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for 
Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that 
port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to 
flee from the LORD.  
 
Jonah 1:15-17 (NIV)  
Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea 
grew calm. At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. Now the LORD provided 
a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights.  
 
 

Love, No Matter What the Race 
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When you hit ___________ _____________, look up to God.  
 

Jonah 1:17 (NIV)  
Now the LORD provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 
 
Matthew 12:38-41 (NIV)  
“…But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the 
Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now 
something greater than Jonah is here.”  
 
Jonah 2:2, 9-10 (NIV)  
He said: “In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. 
From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, and you listened to 
my cry.” … “But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. 
What I have vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from 
the LORD.”  And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah 
onto dry land.  

 
__________ ______ __________ of God’s second chances.  
 

Jonah 3:3, 10 (NIV)  
Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now 
Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days to go through it… 
When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, 
he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had 
threatened.  
 
Psalm 86:15 (TPT)  
But Lord, your nurturing love is tender and gentle. You are slow to get 
angry yet so swift to show your faithful love. You are full of abounding 
grace and truth.  
 
2 Peter 3:9 (NLT)  
The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people 
think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to 
be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.  

 
___________ out God’s purposes for my life, especially 
“Expressing God’s love.”  

 
_____lorify God  

_____elate to everyone  

_____ct like Jesus  

_____are for others  

_____xpress God’s love  



 
Jonah 3:5-9 (NLT)  
The people of Nineveh believed God’s message, and from the greatest 
to the least, they declared a fast and put on burlap to show their sorrow. 
When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped 
down from his throne and took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in 
burlap and sat on a heap of ashes. Then the king and his nobles sent 
this decree throughout the city: “No one, not even the animals from your 
herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. People and animals 
alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray 
earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their 
violence. Who can tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and 
hold back his fierce anger from destroying us.”  
 
Jonah 4:1-4 (NLT)  
This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. 
So he complained to the LORD about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home 
that you would do this, LORD? That is why I ran away to Tarshish! I 
knew that you are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to get angry 
and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying 
people. Just kill me now, LORD! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I 
predicted will not happen.” The LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be 
angry about this?”  
 
Jonah 4:10-11 (NLT)  
Then the LORD said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did 
nothing to put it there. It came quickly and died quickly. But Nineveh has 
more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to mention all 
the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great city?”  
 
Romans 1:16-17 (TPT)  
I refuse to be ashamed of the wonderful message of God’s liberating 
power unleashed in us through Christ! For I am thrilled to preach that 
everyone who believes is saved—the Jew first, and then people 
everywhere! This gospel unveils a continual revelation of God’s 
righteousness—a perfect righteousness given to us when we believe. 
And it moves us from receiving life through faith, to the power of living 
by faith. This is what the Scripture means when it says: “We are right 
with God through life-giving faith!”  
 
 
 


